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Background

• Senate Bill 606 & Assembly Bill 1668 – Develop a regulatory 
framework aimed at reducing urban water use state‐wide

• DWR provides regulation recommendations to the State 
SWRCB that include:
- Efficiency standards for each Urban Retail Water Supplier
- Performance measures for commercial, industrial, and 
institutional (CII) water use
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Background

• SWRCB begins formal rulemaking 
process August 28

• Draft proposed regulation includes 
an Urban Water Use Objective 
(UWUO) for each water supplier
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CalWEP
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CalWEP

Residential Indoor Water Use 
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CalWEP

Residential Outdoor Water Use 
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CalWEP

Residential Outdoor Water Use cont. 
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CalWEP

CII Landscapes with Dedicated Irrigation Meters
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CalWEP

CII Landscapes with Dedicated Irrigation Meters cont.
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CalWEP

CII Landscapes with Dedicated Irrigation Meters cont.
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Water Loss

Current 2030 Regs 2035 Regs

Real water loss 
(gal/conn/day) 1.7 12.7 12.7
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CalWEP

CII Performance Measures



13

Rulemaking & Key Dates
Date Action

August 18, 2023 SWRCB released Proposed Regulatory Text for Making Conservation a Way 
of Life

November – December 2023 First Public Comment Period 
• Authority submits comment letter to SWRCB (Attachment 2)

March 12, 2024 SWRCB released updated Proposed Regulatory Text for Making Conservation 
a California Way of Life 

March 12 – March 27, 2024 Second Public Comment Period
• ACWA coalition letter submitted with Authority as signatory
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Rulemaking & Key Dates cont.
Date Action

May 20, 2024 SWRCB released updated Proposed Regulatory Text for Making Conservation 
a Way of Life (version 3)

May 20 – June 4, 2024 Third Public Comment Period

Summer 2024 Consideration for adoption

January 1, 2025 Rule becomes effective, if adopted

• Version 3 additions/changes:
- Anti‐backsliding provisions
- Tree provisions
- Other miscellaneous changes



• SB 606 required the state’s LAO to submit a report on 
implementation of the proposed regulation

• Released January 2024
• Identified key areas where the proposed regulation will 
present challenges for water suppliers
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Legislative Analyst’s Office Report



Challenges for water suppliers:
- Adds significant costs
- Could disproportionally affect lower‐income customers
- Adds complexity
- May be difficult to achieve for some water suppliers
- Builds in aggressive timelines for implementation
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Legislative Analyst’s Office Report cont.



• At full implementation proposed regulations are 
estimated to result in a water‐savings of 1% of total 
state water use

• Report released prior to update to regulatory text
- Challenges identified in the report still considered valid
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Legislative Analyst’s Office Report cont.



• The Authority does not at this time anticipate any reduction 
in water use will be necessary to meet the agency’s UWUO

• Anticipated impacts include:
- Significant staff time to comply with regulatory 
implementation
- Potential financial resources

- Robust CII requirements, including DIM conversion and 
implementing CII Performance Measures
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Anticipated Impacts



• Communication with customers is an important step in 
implementation

• Outreach will include:
- Customer newsletter
- Website
- Speaking points
- Potential for discussion at CAWG
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Outreach to customers



Questions?


